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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION CONTROL OF LIBERIA, 2015

WHEREAS, Liberia has suffered from years of violent conflict, small arms and light weapons being the
major tools used to destabilize peace and security; the number of incidents of armed violence and
crime within Uberia and presence of unlicensed small arms continue to present a grave danger to public
safety and national security; and

WHEREAS, proliferation of small arms and light weapons constitutes a major destabilizing factor, and
poses a seffous threat to peace; and

WHEREAS, Liberia, as a signatory to the ECOWAS Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons, their
Ammunition and Other Related Materials ratified on July 4, 2008, is obligated to domesticzte said
Convention and set iri place efficient and sccountable mechanisms for registration of small arms and
light weapons, their ammunition and other related materials;

Whereas the Liberia National Commission on Small Arms was established to provide, as required, policy
guidance, research and monitoring of national efforts to control the flow of arms and prevent, combat
and eradicate the illicit trade and proliferation of small arms and fight weapons within and across
Liberia’s borders,

NOW THEREFORE, It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Liberia in
Legislature Assembled:

SECTION 1: ESTABLISHMENT

That from and-immediately upon the passage of this Act, there shall be established the Firearms and
Ammunition Act of Liberia, 2015.

SECTION 2: SHORT TITLE

This Act to establish Firearms and Ammunition Control of Liberia, 2015 shall aiso be cited as “Firearms
and Ammunition Controf Act,”
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PART |
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

81.1. Purpose

The purpese of this Act is to prevent and to reduce the violence caused by smiall arms and the
proiiferation of smali arms and light weapaons, ammunition and other related materiais by putting in
place a legal framework that regulates the control and tra cing of small arms and light Weapsfs,
ammunition and cther refated fnaterials, the control of persons authorized to Operate these materials,
the control of authorized activities, disposal of surplus smail arms, and penalizing the iltegal possessian,

manufacture, distribution, use and trafficking of small arms and light weapons, ammunition and other
refated matarials,

Now herein, the Armed Forces of Liberia and Alf National Security Agencies that have the right to serve

and protect by law are exempt frorn provisions of this Act, provided that this exemption does not
compromise National Security,

§1.2. Definitions
In this'Act, unless the context otherwise requires;
"AFL" means Armed Forces of Liberia.

“Ammunition” means the devices destined to be shot or projected through the means of small arms and
light weapons including, among others, cartridges, projectiles and missiles for light weapons, mobile
centainers with missiles or projectiles for anti-aircraft or anti-tank single action systems.



“greak Action” means a kind of shoulder-fired single ba rre} gun whose cha mber has the capacity for anly
a single round to expel of taunch by a single action, and designed to be used by one person.

“groker” means a Liberian or Liberian antity acting as an intermediary that brings together relevant
parties and 3rranges of facilitates a potential transaction involving shouider fired single-barrel guns used
exclusively far hunting.

“Brokering "mears work carfied out as an intermediary batween any manufacturer, supplier or
distributor of small arms and light weapons and any buyer or user; this includes the provision of

financial support and the transp_ortation of small arms, light weapons, ammunition or other refated .
materials.

g siness hours” means 8:00AM to 5-00PM during the working wesk.

ueonfiscation” includes forfefture where applicable, and means the permanerit deprivation of property
by order of & court, Authorized Government institution, and vesting of title In the Republic of Liberia.

“ommission” means the Liberia National Comimission on Small Arms composed of statutory mambers
identified in the Small Arms Aci— ChapterV “Composition, Leadership and Meetings”.

«3yegctivate” mearns to render permanently inaperable and «deactivation” has a corresponding meaning.

“Deactivated smali arm” or “deactivated light weapon” means @ small arm or light weapon that hvas
been rendered permanently inoperable/ deactivated.

pyaater” means any person who trades in, buys, sells, acquires, or purchases smail arms and
ammunition. '

“Director” means the Director of the Liberia Natjonal Police pursuant to Section 6, Subsection of the
Mational Security Reform and Intelligence Act, 2011

“Dynamite” means a poweiful explosive used in biasting, mining and fishing. it typically consists of
nitroglycerin absorbed in a porous material {e.g. saw dust) and a nitrate {especially sodium nitrate of
ammoenium nitrate).

“Entity” means a registered business in the Repubiic of Liberia licensed by the appropriate Government
agency.

“Explosive” means a reactive substance that contains a great amount of potential energy that can
produce & sudden, almost instantanecus;, release of gas, heat, and pressure,-ac_companied by light and
ioud noise when subjected to & certain amount of shock, pressure, or ternperature; can be classified into
ane of three large categories: oW, high, and nuclear explosives. Examples of exglosives are: Black/Gun
powder (low explosives), Dynamites {high explosive), trinitrotoluene or TNT (high explosive).

"Hunting” means the pursuit and killing of wildlife.



8Cross another State if either Liberfa or that State does not authorize said import, export, purchase, sale,
defivery, or transfer of the smal arms, light weapons, ammunition or gther related materials or if the

amount of noise, especially in the form of 3 loud bang; any visual effect is incidental to this goal. It hag

fuses and is wrapped in a heavy Paper casing to contain the explosive eompound, and s mainly used
during festive Rericd,

portable anti-tank cannons, nan-recoil guns, poriable anti-tank rissile launchers or rocket faunchers,
portable anti-aircraft missile 13 unchers, and mortars Wwith 3 caliber of lnss than 100 millimeters,

“LNP” means Liberia Nationaf Police.

engineering, assembly and production of small arms, ammunition or other refated materials, as well ag
tha conversion of transformation of something that is not @ small arm and the reactivation of a
deactivated small arm .,

“National 3ecurity Agencies” refers to the AFL, LNP, BIN, NSA, EPS, DEA, LRA or any other Gavernment
agency quaiified as such by statute,

“National Smal| Arms Registry” Means database and/or records of aj} shoulder fired single-barrel guns
and ammunition used exclusively for hunting inthe country.

“Officer” means any senior officer of the National Security Agencies.

“Other related materiais” means aff cnmp‘onenté, parts or spare parts for small arms or light weapons or

ammunition hecessary for its functioning, or any chemical substances such as acid Serving as active
material used as Propelling or explasive agents,

“Owner” means owner of a smai] arm
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“Person” means a natural or legal person, including an entity or group.

“Port of entry” means the Roberts International Airport and the Freeport of Monrovia, or other ports
designated as such by regulation of the Commission.

“Netional Armory” means transitional/temporary storage facility for small arms under custody of the
LNP.

Pyrotechnics mean any combustible or axplosive tomposition or manufactured articte which when
ignited is capable of reacting exothermically to produce light, heat, smoke, sound, or gas. For the
militarily, they are ammunition containing chiemicals for producing smoke or fight, as for signaling,
Hluminating, or screening. It can be used as firewerk.

“Selzure” means prohibiting the transfer, conversion, disposition or movement of property or assuming
custody ar control of property within the confines of the taw,

“Shoulder-fired single barrel gun” means a shotgun or flintlock weapon designed to be fired from the
shoulder and that uses the energy of explosion to fire a projectile or number of small ball shiot through a
smooth-bore with a single pulf of the trigger and that has a length of at least 24 inches.

“Small arms” means any man-portable lethal weapon that expels or faunches, is designed to expel or
launch, or may be readily converted to expel or launch a shot, bullet or projectile by the action of an
explosive, that is designed to be used by one person and which includes notably firearms and other
destructive arms or devices such as exploding bomnbs, incendiary bomb, or a gas bomb, a grenade, 2
rocket launcher, a missile, a missile system or land mine, revolvers and pistols with autoratic foading,
rifles and carbines, machine guns, assault rifles and light machine guns; for the purpose of this Act, small
arms shall refer to shoulder fired single-barrel guns used exclusively for hunting.

“Surplus” means avery small arm, light weapan, ammunition and other related material In possession of
a National Security Agency that does not respond to a current or future need for realizing functions of
the institution, or that does not correlate to the purpose of the institution or other means available for
it, or whose accurnulation can generate risks for the internal and intemational security or implies
technical, economic and ecological obstacles for peaceful development.

“TCA™ means Technical Cormmittee on Arms within the Liberia National Cormsnission on Smalt Arms and
is compased of two (2) representatives from LINCSA, and two fram each of the following institutions:
AFL, LNP, EPS, NSA, and additional National Security Agencies authorized to bear arms.

“Trace or tracing” means the systemnatic tracking of small arms and light weapons and related materials
from manufacturer to purchaser or end user for the purpose of assisting competent State authorities in
detecting, investigating and analyzing illicit manufacturing and trading.

“Tracking” means the systematic identification and location of weapans and ammunition for state
security related purposes i.e. aid In criminal investigation.
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“Transfer” Includeas import, export, transit, trans-shipment and transport or any other movemant

whatspever of small arms and light weapons, ammunition and other related materials from or through
the territory of a Uiberis,

"Transship” or “transshipment” means the conveyance or movement of goods through Liberia to

another country, where the goods are transferred from one means of transport to another means of
transport while in the territory of Liberia.

“Transit” means the conveyance or movement through the territory of Liberia to another country of
small arms and light weapons or other related materials that have been imported.

“Transport” means to transfer or convey SALW and related materials from one location to another.

31.3. Classification of smalt arms.

Smell arms and light weapons, and other related materials are hereby c!ass"rﬁed accarding to restrictions
of their use, which shall be further specified and prescribed by regulations of the Commission:

{a) Items of prohibited usé inciuding polsoned ammunition and flame-throwers;

(b} Items of exclusive use by Liberian Government Instititions of defense and security including
non-portable arms or pieces of heavy artillery and automatic hand guns; and

(¢} Items whose use may be allowed by authorized persons including portable shoulder-fired single
barrel gun {Break Action).

§1.4. Institutional arrangements

(a) The Liberian National Police, in collaboration with the Commission{Ref: definition of Commission),
shall be the sole law enforcament agency responsible for the registration, licensing and cantrol of small
arms(Ref: shoulder fired single-barrel BUns), ammunition and other related materials in and throughout
the Republic of Liberia. For this purpose the Liberia National Police shail create a Small Arms Control
Unit in the Liberia National Police with respansibility for the registration, tracking and control of small
arms and ammunition. The Small arms Control Unit shali be decentralized and represented in every
county for easy access for registration, {icensing and tracking.

(b) The Director shall provide the Commission with quarterly reports of activities on the registration and
hicensing of small arms, ammunition and other related materials.

(c) The Director shall make 2 detailed manthly report to the Minister of Justice and the Commission
(through its Chairman) regarding the import, ‘export, sale, purchase, transfer, manufacture, repalr,
possession and any crimes linked to the use of small arms znd light weapons, ammunition and other

refated materials to enable the Chairman of the Commission to initiate effective polices for small arms
control.
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PART 1|
REGISTRATION

§1.5. National Small Arms Registry

{a) In order to pravide accurate and comprehensive records for all marked small arms, ammunition and
other related materials within Liberia, the Liberia National Police in colla boration with the Commission,
shall establish and maintain a National Small Arms Registry.

{b) The Maticnal Small Arms Registry shall contain accurate computerized and manual recerds of such
information as may be prescribed concerning:

(1} Uicenses, and permits granted under this Act, as well as renewals and canceliations thereof;
(11} All original decumentation submitted in support of all appiicaf:ions made under this Act;

{1} Transfers, ransit or trans-shipment of small arms, light weapons, ammunition and other
related materials effected in accordance with this Act:

(IV} imports and exports of smisll arms, light weapons, ammunition and other related materizais
in accordance with this Act;

{V) The transport of small arms, light weapons, ammunition and other related materials in
accordance with this Act; -

(VI} Alt licensed dealers, manufacturers, repairers, importers and exporters, transporters and alt
small arms, light weapons, ammunition and other related materials in their possession;

(VH1) All persons who have been granted a possession license under this Act;

(Vill) Every small arm/ shoulder-fired single barrel gun held under a possession license granted
under this Act;

{IX} All small arms, light weapons, ammunition and other related materials recavered, forfeited
to the Republic of Liberia or destroyed; and

(X} Any other documentation and information as may be prescribed by regulation,
{c) The Coramission shall issue regulations establishing and governing the National Small Arms Registry.
{d} Information recorded in the National Small Arms Registry shall be kept permanently.

§1.6. Small arms and light weapons of Armed Forces of Liberia and National Security Agencies

(8) The AFL and National Security Agencies shall establish and maintain accurate, computerized and
manual records of information as may be prescribed concerni ng:
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{1 all small arms, light Weapaons, ammunition and othar refated materials in the possession of
the national Security agencies;

(1t} the acguisition, transfer, loss, theft or destruction in respect of small arms, light weapons,
ammunition and other related materials in the possession of the national security agencies; and

(1) Small arms, light weapons, ammunition and other related ‘materials used by the National
Security Agencies in Peacekeeplng operations.

{¢) All information from the National Security Agencies captured by the Commission with respect to the
registration of their smali arms and light weapons shall be classified,

{d) The National Security Agencies shall adopt rigorous internal tontrol measures or regulations
providing for specific registration, marking, tracing and disposal procedures for those weapans im ported
or manufactured in Liberfa, and made available to them for the perfarmanr.:e'af their activities and
classified for their exciusive use as Liberian Government institutions for deferse and security.

2817, Regulations

administrative procedures for manufacturing, marking, record-keeping, tracing, tmporting, exporting,
selling, buying, repalring, possessing, transferring, deactivating whether temporarily or permanently to

achieve an accurate registration system provided that such regulations shall be jssued in a timely
manner and made public.

PART 111
GENERAL LICENSING PROVISIONS

§1.8. License not granted as of right

No person shall, as of right, be entitled to the grant of any license or permit under this Act, or have in his
possession or under hjs control any smail arm, or other related materizl Bxcept in acrordance with a
license issued by the Liberia National Police and the Commission. No licensa or permit shall be granted
by the Liberia Nationa Police and the Commission if it is substantiated that the applicant is disqualified
by law or under regulations of the Commission, Al classes of licenses or permits shall require
submission of an application that shall meet triteria prescribed by the Commission,

{a) Al persons shal| be prohibited from Possessing, using or selling light waapons.

81.8. {Classification of licenses
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Licenses granted under this Act shall be classified and requlrements established pursuant to regulstions
of the Commission.” The classification shall include: broker license, dealer license, manufacturer license,
possession license, repair license, shaoting instructor Keense, transport license, and international
transfer licenses such as import, export, transit and trans-shipment licenses.

§1.10. Applications for licenses
{2) The Commission shall establish, from time to fime, regulations and procedures for licensing, vetting,
and granting or refusal of applications. The Commission in collzboration with local/County Authority —

Town/Clan Chief/Superintendent — shall receive the application and submit same to the county attorney
for vetting. ’

(b} The LNP and the Commission may issue a license in respect of an application, or refuse any such
application.

{c}-No license or permit shall tIe issued to an applicant who is a natural person tniess the applicant:
(1) Isacitizen or legal resident of Liberia;
{I1) Is over 18 years of age;

{1} has not been convicted of any eriminsl offense including an offense involving violence or
threat of violence including domestic violence;

{IV}1s not in the custody, care or supervision of a mental institution or facHity, and is not of
unsound mind; '

{V) Is not addicted to, or is a habitual user of any controlied drug or substance, or in the custody
or care or under the supervision of any medical or mental facility for such condition;

(VI}Is not generally known to have engaged in intemperate conduct or to have committed
human rights abuses;

(Vil)  Has submitted to a background check as prescribed by regulations of the Commission;
and

(Vi) is permitted by faw to abtain such license.,
{d) An applicant, at the time of applying for a license, shall provide subject to regulations:
{1} Proof of the applicant's identity;

(H} Praof that he or she has undergone the safety and competency training and certification
required pursuant to regulations of the Commission;
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{11} Proof that the small 8rms, ammunition and other related materials will be stared in z safe
place and that any small arm will be stored separately ffom its ammunition pursuant to
regulations of the Commission; and

{IV) Such other particulars or documents as may be prescribed by the regulations of the
Commission,

§1.11. Genera} restrictions on issue of licenses

(@) A license shall not he issued under this Act uniess the LNP through its Director, and the Commission,
through its’ Chairman, are satisfied that-

(1} The applicant is a fit Person and proper person pursuant toregulation who can be trusted to-
have possession of smal arms without danger to public safety or to the peace based on a
background check pursuant to regulations;

{1} The storage and safety requirements prescribed by regulaticns of the Commission shall be
met by the applicant.

(b} Despite any other provision of this section, the LNP and the Commission may refuse to issue o {lcense
if they consider that issuance of the ficense would be contrary 1o the public Interest.

{c} The reguiations of the Commission may provide other grounds for refusing the lssuance of a licensa,

§1.12, Registration of licenses

The particulars of every license granted, expired, revoked, suspended, lost, damaged or renewed shall
be entered in the National Smaii Arms Registry. The registration of Shoulder-fired Single Barrel Guns
shall be done in the respective counties.

§1.13, Requirements for g license
A license granted under this Act shall specify:

{2) The period for which it is valid;

{b) The cond'rtioﬁs which are to apply;

(c} Where it is a possession license:
(1} The identification markings on the shoulder-fired single barrel gun; and
{H} The quantity of ammunition autharized to be held at any one time;

{d) Where it is a manufacturer license, repair license, or deaier license, the premises in respect
of which the license is issued;

{e) Such ather information as may be prescribed by regulations of the Commission,



§1.14. Conditions imposed on a license
{a) The Commission shall prescribe by regulations:

() Conditions in respect of the issuance of a license granted under this Act; and

¢
{I1) Specifications in respect of the business premises of a licensed manufacturer, repairer or

dealer;

{lll) Specifications in respect of the safe-storage of arms and ammunition by persons wha are
ficensed to possess, manufacture, repair, deal in, broker or transport such items under this ACT.

{b} A license granted under this Act shall be subject to any conditions imposed on the license by the
Cornmission.

{c) The holder of a license granted under this Act shall comply with any condition to which the licensa is
subject.

§1.15, Renewal of a license
(a} The holder of a license granted under this Act who wishes to renew the license must zpply to the LNP

or local County authority for its renewal in the prescribed form at least 90 days beafare the date of expiry
of the license.,

(b) if an application for the renewal of a license has been lodged within the period provided for in
subsection (a}, the license remains valid until the application is decided,

§1.16. Termination of z license
{a) A license granted under this Act terminates immediately:

{1} upon the expiry of three years from the date an which it was issued;
() If surrendered by the holder of the license ta the LNP;

(ill) ¥f the holder of the license becomes or is declared unfit to possess a smalt arm pursuant to
regulations of the Commission; or

{IV) If cancelted under this Act.

(b) The LNP and the Commiission shal, by written notice, cancel 2 license _granted under this Act;
{1} If false or misleading information has been provided in order to obtain the license;
{Il) if the holder of the license no longer qualifies to hold the license;

{I1i} If the holder of the licensa has contravened ar failed to comply with any provision of this Aet
or any condition spectfied in the {icense; or



{IV}In any other Circumstances that the Director and the Chairman of the Commission consider
appropriate pursuant to reguletions,

{c} The LNP shall inform the license holder of the canceltation.

(€) Sald surrender must take place within 72 hours after receipt of the notice of the cancellation or the

arms and ammunition invoived shall be subject to seizure by the Liberiz National Police pursuant to
regulations.

81.17. Defaced, lost or stolen licenses and permits/Death of License Holder

{a} If a license or permit issued under this Actins lost or stolen, the holder. of the license or permit shall
inform the Liberia National Police of such loss or theft within 24 hours of the discovery of the loss or
theft. Alf rights granted under said license is immediately suspended untit final investigation;

(b} If a license or permit issued under this Act is detaced, lost or stolen, the holder of the license or
permit shaill within seven days of the discovery of the defacement, loss or theft, apply to the LNP and
the Commission in the preseribed form for 3 topy of the license or permit;

{c} in the event of death of a licenss heider, the license is automatically terminated; weapon and

ammunition are required to be immediately surrendered o the LNP ar local/County authority. Failire
to surrender is punishahle by law.

§1.18. Cessation of business

If persons who hold a manufaciurer license, repair license, dealer license or broker license cease to carry
on business, such persons shall immediately:

{a) Forward all refevant records pertaining to the business to the LNP; and

{b) Surrender any arms and ammunition in their possession to the officer in charge of the nearest palice
station, who shall defiver such arms and ammunition to the LNP for deposit in the public armory.

PART {v
POSSESSION AND USE

§1.18. Prohibition of possassion of light weapons
{a) No natural person shall have in his/her possession or under his/her contro) any light weapon.
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(b} Subsection (a} shall not apply to a person employed by the AFL or National Security Agenties, acting
in the caurse of his or her employment.

§1.20. Prohibition of possession of small arms

{a} No natural person shall have in hig/her possession or under his/her contral any small arm other than
2 shoulder-fired single barre! gun for which a possession license has been issued by the LNP and the
Commission in accordance with this Act.

license has been issued by the LNP and the Commission in accordance with this Act.

{b} A person may not possess more than cne (1) shoulder-fired singie-barrel gun for which a possession

{c) The holder of a possession license shall use the shoulder-fired single barrel gun the subject of the
license solely for the purpose of hunting as 2 profession and not for recreational purposes.

{d Subsections (a) to (c} shall ot apply to personnel authorized by the AFL or National Security Agencies
1o obtain a license by regulation of the Commission acting in the course of his or her e duty.

(e} Private security agencies or non-staie actars, not defined under this ACT as National Security
Agencies, shall be prohibitad from arming their employees.

§1.21. Bona fide reasons for having a possession license

{a) The LNP shall not issue & license that authorizes the possession and use of a shoulder-fired singie
barrel gun unless the LNP and the Commission are satisfied that the applicant has a bona fide reason for
possessing or using the shoulder-fi red single barrel gun in keeping with section 1.20{c).

(b} An applicant for a possession license has a bona fide reason for possessing of using a shoulder-fired
single barre!l gun if the applicant:

(c} states under oath that he or she intends to possess or use the shoulder-fired single barrei gun for
hunting as a profession and not for recreational purposes; and

(d) is able to produce evidence o the LNP snd the Commission that he or she intends 1o use tha gun for
hunting by providing two {2} letters of recommendation, one of which shail be wriiten by the applicant’s
town chief or any other local public official residing and working within the county within which the
applicant works, which confirm that the applicant is engaged In hunting as & profession not for
recreational purposes. ’

{e) If an application for a passession license Is approved by the LNP and the Commission:

(1} The particulars of the weapon including & full description, serial number and identity
markings shall be entered in the Mational Smatl Arms Registry;

(i} The particulars of the license and the license holder shall be entered in the National Small
Armis Registry; and
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{11} The holder of the possession licensa shall be fingerprinted by the Liberian National Polica,

(f} The owner of the shoulder-fired single barre} gun for which the license has been issued in accordance
with the provisions of this Act shall be responsible for the safe custody and storage of the gun to which
the license refates. Negligence or reckless handting of the gun shall subject its owner to liability for any
injury due to such negligence or reckless conduct pursuant to the laws of Liberia.

{g) Where a shoulder-firad single -barrel gun for which a ficense has been issued is lost, stolen or
destroyed, its owner shall within 72 hours notify the Liberian National Police of the circumstances

- regarding such loss, theft or destruction.

(h} Immediately following the death of the holder of a possession license, a person in possession of the
shoulder-fired single-barrel gun or ammunition in respect of which the deceased person held a licensa

shall immediately inform the Liberia National Police for the purpose of disposition or transfer pursuznt
1o regulations.

§1.22. Prohibition of possession of ammunition -
(a) No person shall be in passession or contro! of any ammunition unless that person:

{1} Holds .a license to possess a shoulderfired single -barrel gun cepable of discharging that
ammunition and possesses the ammunition in accardance with the tarms and conditions of the
possession license;

(i1} Holds a dealer license, manufacturer license, repair license, import license, export license,
transit or transshipment license or transport license issued under this Act; or

{11} is otharwise authorized by regulations to do so.

§1.23. Prohibition of possassion of other related materials
No person may possess any other ralated materials unless he or she:

{a) Holds a license in respect of 3 small arm capable of bearing that material including a shouider-fired
single barre| gun; :

{b) Holds a dealer license, manufacturer Hcense, repair license, import license, export icense, transit or
transshipment license or transport license issued under this Act; or

(c} Is atherwise authorized by regulations to do so.
PARTV
MANUFACTURE

§1.24. Prohibition of manufacture of small arms or ammunition
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{3} No person shall manufacture any small arm, ammunition or other related materials except with a
license duly granted by the LNP and the Cornmission.

-

§1.25. Requirements for manufacturer license
{a} A person who desires to manufacture small arms, ammunition or other related materials must apply

to the LNP in the prescribed manner pursuant to regulations of the Commission for a manufacturer
license.,

(b) The LNP and the Commission shall only issue a manufacturer license to a person who is a it and

proper person to manufacture small arms, ammunition or other related materials as determined by
regufations,

{c} The granting and renewal of 2 manufacture license shall be authenticated by the Office of the
National Security Advisor on behalf of the President.

(d}If an application for a license is approved by the LNP and the Commiission:

(1) the particulars of the license and the license holder shall be entered in the National Small
Arms Registry; and

(1) The holder of the license shall be Tingerprinted by the LNP.

§1.26. Duties of manufacturer
Every licensed manufacturer shalk

{a) Manufacture small arms or ammunition only at authorized premises as determined by
regulations of the Commission;

(b) Only sell small arms, ammunition and other related materials to a licensed dealer or to the
Government of Liberla;

(c) Comply with the relevant marking requirements in section 1.54;

{d) Keep records of all small arms, ammunition or other related materials manufsctured
pursuant to regulations of the Commission;

(e) Submit quarterly reports, or pursuant to regulations, completed in the prescribed farm, to
the Director and the Chairman of the Commission;

{f) Keep his or har or the entity’s manufacturer license on the premises specified in the license;
(8) At the request of an LNP, produce for inspection:
{1} Any arms or ammunition that the manufacturer may have in stock;

{11} His or her or the entity’s manufacturer license; and




(41} Any. records kept by the manufacturer;

(h) Comply with the conditions specified in the manufacturer license,

PART vi
REPAIR

§1.27. Prohibition of repair of small arms

{a) No person shall modify ar repajr any small arm or other relsted materials except with a ficense duly
granted by the (NP and the'Commission_.

§1.28. Requirements for repair licensa
(a) A person who desires to repair smail arms must apply to the LNP in the prescribed manner pursuant
to reguiations of the Commission for a repair license,

{b) The Director and the Commission may only issue a repair license fo a rerson who is 3 fit and proper
person to repair small arms, or other related materials pursuant io regulations.

small arms, ammunition or other related materfals, Including but not limited to excessive applications
for such licenses or bursuant to regulations,

(d) If an application for 3 repair ticense is approved by the LNP and the Commission:

(1) the pariieulars of the license and the license holder shall be entered in the National Small
Arms Registry;

Registry; and
(M) The holder of the Hcense shall be fingerprinted by the Liberian National Police.

§1.29. Duties of repairer
Every licensed repairer shall:

{a) Repair arms or ammunition anly at premises authorized by regulations of the Commission;

{b) Keep records of all small arms, ammunition or other relsted materials repaired pursuant to
regulations of the Commission;

{c) Submit quarterly reports, com pleted in the prescribed form, to the Directer;
(d} Keep his or her or the entity’s repairer license gn the premises specified in the license;
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{e) Atthe request of any police officer, produce for inspection:
() any arms or ammunition that the repairer may have in stock;
() His or her or the entity’s repairer license; and

{11}) Any records kept by the repairer;

(f} Comply with the conditions specifiad in the repairer licensa.

PART Vi
DEALERS

§1.30. Prohibition of trading in small arms or ammunition

(a} No person shall trade in any small arms, ammunition or other related materials without a dealer
license granted by the LNP and the Commission.

{b) A person who is not a dealer shalt sell or dispose of a small arm or ammunition onty through a
licensed dealer with notification to the LNP or as prescribad by regulations of the Commission.

$1.31. Requirements for dealer license

{a) A person who desires to trade in small arms, ammunition or other related materials must apply to
the LNP and the Commission in the prescribed manner for 2 dealer license.

{b) The LNP and tha Commission may only issue a dealer license:

{I) to a parson who-is fit and proper to deal in small arms, ammunition or other related materials
pursuant to regulations;

{I} if they are satisfied that the place where the small arms, ammunition or other related
materials are to be traded is reasonably secure or sujtable/appropriate.

{¢) The granting and renewal of a dealer license shall be authenticated by the Office of the National
Security Advisor on behalf of the President.

(d} if an application for a dealer licenise is approved by the LNP and the Commission:

{I} the particulars of the ficense and the license holder shall be entered in the Naticral Smail
Arms Registry; and

{Il) The holder of the license shall be fingerprinted by the Liberian National Police., )

{e) Regulations of the Commission shall establish the maximum quantity of small arms, ammunition and
other related materials a licensed dealer may have in his possession at any one fime,

81.32. Duties of dealer
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Evary licensed dealer shall:

{2) Trade small arms or ammunition only on premises specified in the dealer license;

(b} Only seli smail arms, ammunition and other related materials to a persorrwhoe holds a license
or to the Government of Liberia;

{c) Keep records of all small arms, ammunition or other related materials manufactured
pursuant to regulations of the Commissien, at the premises specified in the dealer license;

(d) Submit quarterly reports, completed in the prescribed form, to the Director;
(e} Display a copy of the dealer license on the premises specified in the license;
(f) At the request of an authorized police officer, produce for inspaction:
(I} any.arms or ammunition that the dealer may have in stock;
{1 His or her or the entity’s dealer license; and
{1} Any records kept by the dealer;
{g) Comply with the conditions specified in the dealer license.
§1.33. Deactivation of arms and weapons
{a} No person shall deactivate a small arm without written autherization of the Commission.

(b} A personwho desires to deactivate a small arm must apply ta the LNP in the manner prescribe&' by
the regulations of the Commission for a deactivation permit.

{c} A deactivatian permit issued by the LNP and the Commission shail specify:

{1} the methads of deactivation; and

{ll) The requirements for verification that the arm or weapon has been deactivated.
{d} Upon completion qf the deactivation process:

{I} the Corpmission shall Issue a deactivation certificate;

{11} the weapon shail be marked In accordance with Section 1.57; and

(1) the deactivated arm or weapon shall be immediately surrendered to the LNP for depesit in
the public armory. Anyone who violates this provision shall be prosecuted by law.
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PART VHI
BROKERS AND BROKERING

-

§1.34. Prohibition on brokering in arms and ammunition
Any engagement in brokering activities in Liberia shall be prohibited, unless a person is a registered

broker and the persan has obtained a brokering license for the brokering activity from the Lapland the
Commissien under section 1.39.

§1.35. Registry of Brokers

(a) The LNP and the Commission shall maintain a registry with the following details for each registered
broker:

{1} the name and contact details of the broker;

(i) The date on which'the broker's registration is due to end;

(111} Details of any conditions that apply to the broker’s registration; and
(IV) Details of each license issued in aceordance with section 1.39.

(b} The Registry shall be made publicly available Lpon request.

81.36. Registration application

(a) A person who desires to-engage in brokering activities must apply to the Director to be registerad as
a broker in the prescribed manner.

(b} Subject ta section 1.37, the Commission may grant or refuse to register the applicant mentioned in
subsection () as a broker, and shall inform the applicant of its decision.

{c) A broker’s registration shail be subjett to zny conditions specifiad.

(d) Registration of a person as a broker is valid for a period of one year, unless cancelled earlier.

§1.37. Registration criteria and process

{a) The Commission shall establish regulations and procedures to govern the processing and registration
of brokers.

{b} In determining whether the person is a fit and proper person, the LNP and the Commission shall have
regard to:

(1} if the person has been previously registered as a broker—whether the person breached a
condition of that registration or whether that registration was cancelled ;
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{IN) I the person has been given a license under section 1.39— whether the person has breached
a condition of that license;

(I} The financial position of the persan or, where the person is a body corporate, the financial
position of the director, manager ar responsible officer; and

{IV} Any criminal record of the person or, where the person is a body corporate, the crimina!
record of the director, manager or responsible officer; and

(V] Any other matters that the Commission consider appropriate.

§1.38. Cancellation of registration as a broker
{a) The Commission shall cancel the registration of a registered broker:

{1} ¥ false or misleading information has been supplied in order to obtain the registration;

{H) if the conditions on the registration or a brokering Ilcense granted under section 19,
subsection {z} are not fully complied with;

{11} if the broker is convicted of a criminal offence; or
{1V} In any other circumstances that the Commission consider approprizte.
{b) The Commission shall inform the broker of the cancellation, which takes effect immaediately.

{c} If the Commission cancels the registration of any brokering license held by the person under section
1.39, the Hcense shall be taken to be revoked at the time that cancellation takes effact.

§1.35. Brokering license application
(a} A registered broker may apply to the Commission in the preseribed manner for a license to conduct
one or morea brokering activities,

{b} Subject to section 1.40, the Commission may issue or refusé to issue a brokering license for any
activity covered by the application, and shall inform the applicant of their decision.

{c) A brokering license shall be subject to any conditions specified.

§1.40. Consideration of the brokering license application
{a) The Comumission shall refuse an application for a brokering license if:

{t} the brokering activity relates to & transfer that would violate Uberia’s internationat
obligations.

() The brokering activity relates to a fransfer that would coptraverie Liberia’s other
international obligations; or
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{15} They have knowledge at the time of considering the application for the brokering license
that the small arms, ammunition or other related materials would be used in the commission of
genocide, crimes against humantty or war crimes. -

(b} If the brokering license is not refused under subsection {a}, the Lapland the Commission shall 25555

the risk that small arms, ammunition or other related materials that are the subject of the brokering
license application: :

(1)
{1}

{t

would undermine peace and security; or
Could be usad to commit or facilitate:
(1) A violation of international humanitarian law;

{2) An act constituting an offence under international conventions or protocois
relating to terrorism to which Liberfa is a Party;

{3) An act constiting an offence under international conventions or protocols
releting tc transnationz! orgenized crime to which Liberia is 2 Party; or

(#) Serious acts of gender-basad viglence or serious acts of violence against women
and children under Liberian laws; or

Could be diverted prior to, or after, delivery totheir intended end-user.

(c) i on the basis of the assessment conducted under subsection (b} the LNP and the Commission
determine that there is a substantial risk of cne or more of the consequences in subsection {b) and the
risk eannot be mitigated, the LNP and the Commission shall refuse the application for a brokering

license,

§1.41. Duties of broker
Every registered broker shail:

(a) Keep records of all brokering transactions pursuant to regulations of the Commission, at the
broker's premises specified during the registration process,

(b) Submit monthly reports, completed in the prescribed form, to the LNP;

(c} Display his or her or the entity’s broker license on the premises specified in the license;

s

(d} At the request of any police officer, produce for inspection:
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{11} His or her or the entity’s broker's registration and license; and
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{e) Comply with the conditions spacified in the broker’s registration or brokering license.

PART IX
IMPORT AND EXPORT

{b} No Liberian or Libertan entity shall import or export from Liberia any smail arms, ammunition or
other related materials without the appropriate license issued by the Commission in keeping with
regulations and procedures,

§1.43. Requirements for an export licensa

{a} A person who desires to export any small arms, ammunition or other related materials must apply to
the NP in the prescribied manner for an export license,

{b} Subject to section 1.44, the Comiunission may issue or refuse to issue an export license, and shalf
inform the applicant of jts decision.

{c} An export license shafl be subject to conditions specified in the license,

§1.44. Consideration of export ficense application/Export assessment

(2) The Commission shall refuse an application for a ficense to export smalj anms, ammunition, or other
related materials if:

Nations Security Councif acting under Chapter VIj of the Charter of the United Nations including
arms embargoes;

{in The export would contravene Uberia’s other intarnational obligations; or

{hn They have knowledge at the Hme of considering the application for the export license
that the small arms, ammunition, or other related rnaterials would be used in the commission of
genocide, crimes against fiumanity or war crimes,

(b) If the application is not refused under subsectian {a), the INP in collabaration with the Commission
shall assess the risk that small arms, ammunition, or other related materials to he exported: _

(1) would undermine beace and security; or
(in Could be used to commit or facilitate:
(1) A violation of international humanitarian law;

{(2) An act constituting an offence under internaticnal tonventions or protocols
refating to terrorism to which Liberia js 3 Party;
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(3) An act constituting an offence under infernationsl conventions or protocaols
relating to transnational organized crime to which Liberia is a Party; or

{4) Serious acts of gender-based violence or serious acts of violence against women
and children under Liberian Law; or-

{iii) Could be diverted prior to, or after, delivery to their intended end-user.

{c) i on the basis of the assessment conducted under subsection (b) the LNP and the Commission
determine that there is a substantial risk of one or more of the consequences in subsection (b) and the
risk cannot be mitigated, the Commission shall refuse the application for an export license.

§1.45. Revocation of an export license
{8} The Commission shall revoke an export license i, after the license was issued and prior to export:

{1y an arms embargo has been imposed on the importing country or the final recipient of the
small arms, ammunition, or parts and components covered by the export license; or

(I} The LNP and the Commission acquire:

{1) Knowledge that the small arms, ammunition, or parts and components wotld be
used in the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes; or

{2} Information that leads the NP and the Commission to assess that there is a
substantia! risk of one or more of the consequences in section 11.44({b),

(b} The Commission shall inform the holder of the export license of the revocation or amendment, which
is effective immaediately.

§1.45. Requirements for an import license
() A person who desires to import any small arms; ammunition or other related materials shall apply to
the Commission through the LNP in the prescribed manner for an import license.

(b} Subject to subsection {c}, the. Commission shall issue or refuse to issue an import license, and shall
inform the applicant of its decision.

(c) The Commission shall refuse an application for a license to import small arms, ammunition or other
related materials if:

(1) The import would viclate Liberia’s obligations under measures adopted by the United
Natlons Security Council acting under Chapter VIl of the Charter of the United Nations, including
arims embargoes;

(i The import would contravene Liberia’s other international obligations; or
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§1.47. Import and Export through Prescribed ports
() No person shall import small arms and light Weapons, or other related materials into Liberia by land,

designated by regulation as & port for importation and exportation of small arms and light weapans,
thelr ammunitian and related materials,

{b) Every licensed importer or &xporter shaii keep record of trensactions relzted to 2ll smail arms or
other related materials transferreg under a ficensa granted pursuant to regufations issued by the
Commission in cluding place of i portation or exportation,

(c) No person shap import or cause to be imported, export or Cause o be exported any small arms or
related materiajs by post or courjer,

emergencies declared in keeping with law.

§1.48. Declaration
{a) No person shall import or EXport or cause to be imported or €xported small arms or other refated

authorized officer of the Liberian Natjonaf Police and the Commission have approved same as in
compliance with fegulations of the Commission,

PART X
TRANSIT AND TRANSSHIPMENT

§1.4g, Prohibition of transi and transshipment of arms and ammunition

{3) No person shalt carry in transit or transship any smsgll arms, ammunition or Other-related materiajs
through Liberian territory without the appropriate license issugd by the Commissian in keeping with
regulations of the Commission,
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§1.50. Requirements for transit or transshipment ticense
(2) A person who wishes to carry in transit or transship any small 8rms, ammunition or other related

materials through Liberian territory must apply to the Commission through the NP in the preécribed
manner for transit or transshipmant ficense.

{b} Subject to subsection (c}, the Commission may issue or refuse to Issue a transit or transshipment
license, and shall inform the applicant of thelr decision.

{c) The Commission shalj refuse an application for a transit or transshipment license if:

(i} The transfer would violate Liberia‘s obligations under measures adopted by the United
Natlons Security Council-acting under Chapter Vil of the Charter of the United Nations; -

(i The transfer would contravene Liberia’s other internatianal obilgations: or

{it) They have knowledge at the time of considering the application for the transit or
transshipment license that the small arms, ammunition, or parts and components would he
used in the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes.

{d) Atransiter transshipment license shall be subject ta conditions speciiiad In the licensa.

§1.51, Provision of information by vessels in transit by sea or air
(a} if the LNP has reasonable grounds to suispect that a ship or aircraft in transit through Liberian
territory is carrying small arms, fight wea pons, ammunition or other related materials:

{1 In contravention of measures adopted by the United Nations Security Council acting
under Chapter VIl-of the Charter of the United Natians; or

(. That may be used in the comniission of genocide, crimes against humanity or war
crimas;

The LNP may request any reievant information or docurmentation from any person (including the person
in charge of, 3 crew member, or a passenger) on the ship or aircrait.

{b} A person {inciuding the person in charge of, a crew member, or & Passenger) on a ship or aircraft that
is in transit through Liberia shall:

(i) Provide informatian to the LNP relating to the carriage of small arms, light weapons,
ammunition or other related materials on the ship or aircraft; and

{}1} Produce to the LNP any documents within that person’s passession or control relating to
such matters. .

§1.52. Failure to produce documents




In the event a person fails to produce documents requested under section 1.51 within that person’s
possession or control, the National Security Agencies shall obtain a writ of subpoena ducestecum to
compe! production of documents,

§1.53. Selzure warrants for arms; ammunition, and parts and components

National Security Agencies may obtain 2 warrant to seize small arms, light weapons, ammunition or
other related materials if, based on probable cause or on information provided under section 1.51, it is
apparent to law enforcement that the ship or aircraft is transporting items which would:

N constitute a violation of this ACT or an offense under the Penal Law of liberis; or

(t viclate Liberia's obligations under measures adopted by the United Nations Security
Council acting under Chapter Vil of the Charter of the United Nations; or

a. contravene Liberia’s other internationai obligations; or
b. be used in the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes,

PART X1
MARKING

£1.54. Manufacture markings

(2} Every manufacturer of small arms, ammunition or other related materials shall apply 2 unique
identification mark to each such material at the time of manufacture in keeping with regulations of the
Commission. The upique identification shall include the country of manufacture, the name of the
manufacturer, the vear of manufascture and the serial number {for small arms or the Iot number for
ammunition) and records thereof shall be kept by the manufacturer and the Commission to ensure
accountability.

{b} Measures shsll be taken by licensed manufacturers of small arms, or other related materials to
prevent the removal of markings.

{c) No person, licensed dealer, licensed manufacturer or registered broker shail broker, sell, or transfer
any small arms or other related materials, unless there shall have been stamped permanently thereon
the manufacturar’s pame, the serial number and such other particulars prescribed by regulations of the
Commission,

£1.55. TYransfer markings
(a) The AFL or any National Security Agency that transfers smal! arms and light weaparns, or other
related materials frofm government stockpiles to permanent use by authorized persons shall
ensure that they are marked before the transfer takes place pursuant to regulations of the
Commissian,
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(b} No persen shall transfer, keep, possess or engage in trafficking of any marked government arms,
weapons or related materials except by permission of the Government of Liberia.

£1.56. Deactivation markings

Where a small arm is deactivated in aceordance with section 1.33, it shall be marked in the manner
prescribed by the reguiations of the Commission to indicate it has been “deactivated”.

§1.57. Arms of the AFL and National security Agencias

{a}The AFL and the Nationa! Security agencies shall adopt rigorous interpal control messures or
regulations providing for specific registration, marking and tracing and disposal procedures for those
small arms and light weapons imported or manufacturad in Liberia, and made available to them for the

performance of their activities and classified for their exclusive use as Liberian Government institutions
for defense and security.

§1.58. Tampering with markings
No person shall falsify, obliterate or remove the markings on a small arm, ammunition or other related
materials without the specific authorization of the Commission,.

PART Xl
PUBLIC ARMORY/STORAGE

§1.58. Establishment of public armory
The following shall be adhered to regarding public armories:

{a) The President may astablish ar recognize public armories or storage for the deposit of small
arms and ammunition and approve of officers in charge thereof:

{b) Smali arms and light weabnons, and other related materials may be deposited in a public armory
in keeping with regulations established by the Commission:

{c) Nosmall arms and light weapons, or other related matarials shall remain deposited in a public
armory for more than a year and as prescribad by regulations of the Cormmission;

{d} Forthe safekeeping of ail seized and confiscated small arms and light weapons or other related
materials prior to their subsequent destruction by the Liberia National Police under the direction
of the Commission, all arms and ammunition seized by the Liberia National Police shali be kept
in the public armory established by the Prasident;

PART X1l
REDUCTION, COLLECTION, DESTRUCTION OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION
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£1.60. Evaluation and Examination to determine excess
The manufacturer and importer shall periodically evaluate fts small arms, ammunition and other related
materials as to whether there is a surplus, and consideration shall be given to indicators including:

{2 } international commitments including peace operaticns; and

( b) Madernization of the stock of controlied matetials or acquisition of new materials.

§1.61. Collection :
The Commission shall establish regulations and coordinate coliection of excess small arms and light
weapons within civilian papulation throughout the country.

§1.82. Authority to declare existence of surplus
The National Security Council or National Security Agencies that possess small arms and light weagans
classified for their exclusive use have the authority to declare the existence of a surplus.

8163, Surplus destruction

Surptus with respect to small arms and light weapons or other related materials shail he destroyed
pursuant to regulations of the Commission in collaboration with the AFL and Nationa! Security Agencies,
The Commission shall alse issue regulations governing the destruction of smafl arms, fight weapons and
other related materials discovered within Liberia.

PART XIV
PENALTY EOR VIOLATIONS

§1.64. Seizure, confiscation and forfeiture

() Small arms, light weapons, ammunition or other related materials imported, exported, tr{ansferred,
brokered, purchased, marked, ot possessed by a person in contravention of the provisions of this Act or
related regulations of the Commission shail be seized, confiscated and forfeited to the Government of
the Republic of Liberia pursuant to the Civil Procedure Law and Penal Law.

{b} All arms seized by the AFL or National Security Agencies shall be immediately turned over to the
Liberian National Police within 72 hours of saizure for delivery to the Public Armory.

{¢} The National Security Council shall make decision on the use of seized, confiscated or forfeited small
armes, light weapons, ammunition and other related materials stored at public armories:

{d) The LNP shall keep record of every small arm, light weapon, ammunition or other related materials
seized, confiscated or forfeited.
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51.65. Offenses and penalties
(a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Act shall be subject to administrative sanctions
imposed by the Commission pursuant tothe regulations or shall be subject to criminal penalties for

offenses undar the Penal Law of Liberia, including but not limited to the criminal offenses listed in
subsectian {b}.

(b} Criminal penalties for violation of the provision of this Act shall be as follows:

1. illicit import of small arms. The import of small arms, smrunition and other related materials by a

person or entity without a license and contrary to the provisions of this ACT shall constitute a felony of
the first degree under the Penal faw.

2. Micit export of small arms. The export of small arms, ammunition and other related materials by a8

person or entity without a license and contrary to the provisions of this ACT shall constitute a felony of
the first degree under the Penal iaw.

3. Hlicit manufacture of small arms. The illegal manufacture of small arms, ammunition or related
materials by a8 person or entity without a licanse and contrary to the provisions of this ACT shail
constitute a felony of the first degree under the Penal Law.

&. lilicit repair or modification of smail grms. The repair or modificatlon of small arms or other related
materials by a person or entity without a license and contrary to the provisions of this ACT, including
shortening to a length Jess than 24 inches the barref of a shoulder-fired single barrel gun, shalt constitute
a felony of the second degree under the Penal Law,

5, Wicit possession of small arms. The possession of small arms or other related materials, including but
not limited to High and Law Explosives (Dynamiites, Trinitrotoluene or TNT, Knockaut or Firecracker and
Pyrotechnics) by a person, entity, group of persons of organization without a license and contraryto the
provisions of this ACT shall constitute a felony of the secand degree under the Penal Law.

&. ilicit dealing and transfer of smalf arms. The dealing (sale, trading, purchase or acquiring) and transfer
of smalt arms by a person without a license and contrary to the provisions of this ACT shall constitute a
felony of the third degree. Where the transaction is linked to a war, civil war or conflict, insurrection,

reballion, mutiny or any criminal conspiracy, same shall constitute felony of the first degree under the
Penal Law, '

7 Iicit brokering. Brokering of small arrs, ammunition ar other related materials by a person without
being registered as a broker under section 1.36, without a holding 2 valid brokering license for the
brokering activity under section 1.39 of in breach of a condition of registration as a broker or a broker's

ticense and contrary to the provisions of this ACT shall constitute a felony of the first degree under the
Penal Law.

8. Hliicit trafficking. The illicit trafficking of small arms, light weapons of related materials by a person
shall constitute a felony of the first degree.under the Penal Law.
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8. Hicit deoctivation. Deactivation of small arms or light weapons by a person without obtaining prior
authorization contrary to the provisions of this ACT shall constitute a misdemeanor of the first degrea
under the Penal Law.

10. thicit Arming of officers of private security companies and non-state gctors. Arming officers of private
security companies or non-state actors by any person or entity shall constitute a felony of the first
degree under the Penal Law.,

11, Hiicit tampering with markings. Falsifying, obliterating or removing the markings on a small arm, light
‘weapon, ammunition or other related materials without prior authorization hy a person shall constitute
a felony of the second degree under the Penal Law.

This Act shall take effect immediately upon publication into handbills.

ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING
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